
What quesƟons can I ask my child when they are reading? 

Retrieval—the answer is there in the text.  

Where is the story set? 

When did the story take place?  

Who are the main characters? 

What does she/he look like? 

What colour was it?  

What did the narrator describe ………  as?  

Where did they go? 

What was the fact about …… ? 

What just happened in the story? 

What is happening at this part of the story? 

Read the sentence that tells me …… 

Where can we find informaƟon about ….?  

Inference and DeducƟon—what do we know 
from the clues in the text? 

Which part makes you think that?  

Do you think the character is happy/sad/
scared ? Why do you think that?  

Can you explain why… ?  

If you were that character, what would you 
do?  

Through whose eyes is this story told? Do you 
think it would be a different story if another 
character told it? Why? How? 

Do you agree with that opinion?  

How does the character change from start to 
finish? 

What does that word tell you about how that 
character is feeling? 

Author’s Choices—why the author chose 
what they did. 

Why did the author decide to use that 
parƟcular word? 

Would you have ended the story that way? 
What other ways could the story have ended? 

What did the author intend by using these 
words? 

What was the author’s purpose in this secƟon? 

Why did the author decide to use this layout?  

Why is the page organised this way? 

What are  subheadings for? How do they help 
us read this informaƟon?  

How does the author make the …………. appear 
frightening/ happy/ angry?  

 

Viewpoint and Context—the child linking it to 
real life 

Have you ever felt that way?  

Do you think this book is beƩer than one of 
the author’s other books?  

What does it make you think about? 

How does this event make you feel? 

Have you ever come across a character like 
this in real life? In another book? 

How would you feel if you were treated like 
that character? 

What could happen next? Why do you think 
that?  

Have you every been in a similar situaƟon?  




