
What do Children learn in EYFS? 

 

Children in EYFS begin with the Initial Code where they practise 
all three key skills whilst learning the one-to-one sound-spelling 
correspondences and securing their understanding of key 
concept 1. This builds up confidence and phonic knowledge 
enabling them to read and spell a wide range of words and 
sentences. 

At first, children learn to read and spell simple one-syllable words 
with a consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) sound structure (for 
example, 'sat'). By the end of Reception, they can read and write 
one-syllable words with up to five, or even six, sounds such as 
'twist', 'grand' or 'scraps'. 

Children also develop their knowledge of key concept 2 as they 
learn to read and spell words containing some sounds spelled 
with two letters (the sound /sh/ in ‘fish’ or the sound /th/ in ‘thin’, 
for example) as well as the three-letter spelling < tch > for the 
sound /ch/ in ‘catch’. Key concept 3 is introduced towards the end 
of Reception as the students learn about a small number of 
sounds that can be spelled in more than one way (for example, 
the sound /k/ spelled as < k > in ‘kit’, < c > in ‘cat’ and < ck > ‘pick’). 


